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Waltz in no time, 1975

Quietly I had been working on ‘noteful’ chamber works, even though most of my performances were now with an ensemble of lay and part-time musicians, writers, and dancers. This was the height of the post-Fluxus time (I had co-directed the 1974 Delaware Valley Festival of the Avant-Garde), when a range of imaginative but non-confrontational, non-existential works was created ... indeed, the time was a cauldron for performance art of the 1980s. But pieces like Waltz (one of nearly 50 small works for recorder ensembles) were written for our ensemble’s enjoyment. It has a tonal ‘heft’, but no traditional harmonic progressions or melodic shapes, a hallmark of the development of my work.

