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Sourian Slide by Dennis Bathory-Kitsz is a slow dance, written for string orchestra. A slide is a kind of extremely slow, almost suspended dance. The structure is that of a canon, where one voice introduces a line, then another voice plays the same line sometimes higher or lower than the first, but it’s so slow that we can’t recognize it as a canon. According to Dennis, the expressiveness of the piece is like déja vu—we think we’ve been somewhere before, we think this must be in our longterm memory. But it’s not there. Neither does it quite fit into our shortterm memory. Thus the sense of “I can’t quite recognize this.” Dennis has composed using “fourth species counterpoint” where the voices do not resolve immediately. They only come together in a few places. Really, the piece only sets you down at the end.

