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i cried in the sun aïda, 1973

A dream work, i cried in the sun aïda was written down in near darkness. Because the text had no waking-world meaning, I used its words and syllables as I’d heard them in the dream—a mix of vocal horror and avant-garde expression. In aïda, the voice carries through its full range, from grunts and growls through whistles and squeals. I set down a multitrack version with my own voice in 1973, but the live performance version waited until 1994 for its premiere.

