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Composition for Tape and Soloists, 1969

This unimaginatively named piece consists of several gestural regions. A melodic, atonal Kyrie for alto voice and a jagged solo clarinet line are nested in a modernist counterpoint of sounds and noises, and these are framed in an elegant and almost tuneful linear overlap of multiple voices using melodic shapes and approximate pitches. In 1969, Composition remained a concept because the equipment to realize was not available. It was four years before the tape part would be created, and sixteen years until its premiere.

