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The slick marble slabs mumble what they see:
two grave faces; worn on pathetic heads,
reflect six dead mums broken from their bed.
(Two grave faces, of my mother and me,
shroud all thoughts of what once meant family.
Plotting each holiday how to plant red

tulips or forget-me-nots we have bred,

and then find they turn up dead.) Tragedy.
After tugging to unplant the pot from

ground, moist earth clings to spring coats, wip&ms;
(Two think, one says, “l wish we didn’t come
here. I'd imagine live chrysanthemums.”)
Spigot water relieves, by no means calms

four tense hands wary of flowers to come.

Maureen E. Gibbons
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