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Candled Piano Music (1975)


for 8 lit candles, 4 candleholders, piano, & distinguished piano player

Candled was derived from a publicity photograph for the 1974 Delaware Valley Festival of the Avant-Garde where, standing behind my spinet piano, we festival organizers attempted to look like serious artists. The effect was a good one, but unexpectedly the next year I was asked what piece was being played in the photo. I answered, “Candled Piano Music, of course!” My answer demanded that a piece be written, a subtractive piece, written backwards from its photographic documentation.

