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FUGUE STATES The other roads,
in a flat little grid,
It comes down to this. named for fighters against the English.

The pixellating paving-slab.
Plump raindrops.
The jumbo bee, bumbling

*

on the rising puddle. The new court squatting like a strip-mall
The battle against the flood. in a parking-lot full to the gunnels.

The yellow paint pooling The metal-detector, the police

on muddy water, pollen. in fatigued tan uniforms

The wildflowers stripped from the lawns. sitting to the judge’s left.

The sugar-watered bees. Their chatter, their

The hives infested with mites. sloped shoulders and seatbelt-slackened

stomachs fighting once-crisp khakis.

*

The old state capitol

and its police cruiser The right side, where each of us
filthy with mustard pollen. is isolated

The sun-warmed stone, in silence

the screen of a cell-phone and our own

freckled with dust. particular unease.

The earworm of Morrissey
crooning “I've changed my plea to guilty”.
The other unrepresented defendants

The cherry-red Chevrolet rolling over and over

on cruise in the right lane. in surrender.

The lemon-colored summons The Spanish-speaking woman

on the dash, worried into creases. receiving a drawled English sentence
The tiny, exhausted town and a fine.

named after a man. The wild-haired man

The bright Dollar General in a gold tracksuit

and Georgian Revival courthouse, shrugging.

obsolete in the sun. Fined,

The lawn where the old stocks guilty.

were fixed, And I'm up

the sandy trail out of here in a soft dress

that once carried freight and adventurers. dotted like a dice,

The dirty UPS truck deferential and sunburned and undefended
in mud-and-mustard livery against what comes down to this.

idling on an empty Main Street. It comes down to this.
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