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Bales, Barrels, and Cones
...antebellum/antibellum

for drum kit & playback Dennis Báthory-Kitsz

for Michael Manion

Notation is shown exactly, but performance may approximate as well as swing.
Rolls are shown in this section as distinctly notated to coordinate with recording.
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In this section, activity stays with playback briefly, and then lags behind in each measure. At the beginning of each new measure, the percussion 
part jumps in again at the ‘correct’ point. Eventually, it gives up and plays separate but exact figures until the quasi-aleatoric section begins.
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Where possible, try to strike three or four instruments through measure 98. If using four sticks will assist making this barrage of sound possible, do it with drama!
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In the eighth rests found until the final measures (mm. 103ff), make a big noise!
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Violent cadenza, a tempo, as much as you can do. Break something. Bleed.

Northfield, Vermont, October 20, 2002
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Bales, Barrels & Cones: Antebellum/Antibellum is a wall of nearly 18,000 explosions produced by live 
drumstrokes and recorded mortars. On its surface, it is an accompanied, virtuoso drum solo. And at a 
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composer around the time of the Gulf War, and brought out again for these times of imminent conflict, 
antebellum. Yet Bales is a paean rather than a protest, because in the joy of sound comes the 
disquieting realization of its opposite — the silence after conflict, echoing away.

The composer hopes the programmatic nature of this piece will soon be forgotten, leaving only the 
virtuosity.
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that the naked sound of exploding mortars would be obscured. Original mortars were recorded on 
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